HOW SHOULD MY
4-YEAR-OLD BE SPEAKING AND
COMMUNICATING?
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Play Skills/Social Skills

- Expresses empathy
- Creates imaginary roles or props in play
- Maintains conversational topics

Speech Skills

- Says all vowel sounds
- Regularly uses p, b, m, h,n, k, g, w, d, 1, s, z,
f, v, and y sounds
- Speech is approximately 20% understandable

Language Skills

- Answers “when” and “how" questions

- Understands basic shapes (circle, square,

triangle)

- Uses 4-5 word sentences regularly

- Beginning to learn letter and number names

- Can tell you about what happened in the
past

- Beginning to tell stories that have a plot
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